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3.2. About Initialization Parameters and Startup 
To start an instance, the database must read the instance configuration parameters (the initialization parameters) from 

either a server parameter file (SPFILE) or a text initialization parameter file. 

When you issue the SQL*Plus startup command, the database attempts to read the initialization parameters from an 

SPFILE in a platform-specific default location. If it finds no SPFILE, it searches for a text initialization parameter file. 
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